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800-MHz radio system to unite parish
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· department : ~:
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ommunicating between the St.
Charles Parish Sheriff's
•
.. :v Department and other service
• Sheriff's Department - $600,000
providers is about to get a lot easier.
• Parish Council- $500,000
To ensure emergency transmissions
• 911 Communications Districlreach their intended destination, the
$250,000
parish is making the switch to a $1.7
• Public School Board - $200,000
million Motorola 800-megahertz radio
• St. Charles Parish Hospital - $40,000
system.
• Participating fire departments The system will be funded by the
$20,000 per department.
Sheriff's Department and other local
• Shell Civil Action- $ 167,500
users - parish government, 9- 1-1
communications district, hospital, and
public school system. Several of the
coordinate activities among parish
parish's nine volunteer fire departments
agencies in the event of a major catwill participate in the use of this system
astrophe. Because users often have
Sheriff Greg Champagne inked a deal
and will share in its cost.
to talk to each other through dispatch- with Motorola representatives on June 25
Currently, radio transmissions are made
ers, communications have reached a to purchase the $1.7 million system.
through various mediums.
critical level.
The Sheriff's Department, parish
Plans for the upgra~ed system have been
"By combining the system, the parish
schools and sewer and water departments
under way for over two years.
entities will save response time and preuse neighboring St. John Parish's 800Under the agreement, the Sheriff's
vent lost messages," Sheriff Greg
megahertz system. The fire and public
Department will maintain and manage the
Champagne said. For deputies, instant
works departments use high-band radios,
system.
radio contact is vital, he said.
and the hospital uses nearby Monsanto's
The conversion to the new 800-mega"We' ve had close calls- transmissions
800-megahertz system.
hertz radio system is expected to be comthat have not been received," the Sheriff
The separate systems make it difficult to said. "For deputies, it's life and death."
plete in late 1999.
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Liquor sales to kids cost stores

Wayne Joseph:
1998 Deputy
of the Year
When fire consumed a
Luling home last year,
Deputy Wayne Joseph
bravely entered the blazing
structure and pulled a 6year-old boy to safety. In
addition to the top deputy
title, Joseph was given
Medals of Valor by the
SCPSD and the National
Sheriff's Association, as
well as honors from
American Legion Post 366.
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Today's teens tend to look a lot older than
they really are. Unfortunately, many local convenience store clerks have discovered that fact
the hard way.
As part of an ongoing crackdown on alcohol
and tobacco sales to teens, the St. Charles Parish
Sheriff's Department has conducted several
undercover sting operations. The most recent of
these netted 15 arrests.
Teens, working in conjunction with deputies,
attempted to buy alcohol from stores across the
parish. Clerks who conducted the sales are
immediately taken into custody by deputies who
witnessed the transaction.
"Our goal is not just to make arrests," Sheriff

Greg Champagne said. "The message I hope to
send through this effort is that store cashiers and
owners need to be responsible in their sale of
alcohol and tobacco. They must know that if
they choose to break the law, we may be watching," he said.
Following the above-mentioned sting, those
arrested were released on $2,500 bonds. If convicted, each could face fines totaling $100, up to
six months in prison, or both. In addition, store
owners could be penalized as well if the courts
decide to revoke their permit to sell alcohol.
Until the department can report that no violations are found, similar undercover operations
will be held, the Sheriff said.

Family abuse target of program
Domestic violence was once
considered a "family affair."
No more. Now it is a crime!
The SCPSD's latest program
in its arsenal is SAVE- Stop
Abusive Violent Episodes.
Funded by the department and
VAWA (Violence Against
Women Act), the program's
aim is to teach deputies what
to look for, how to defuse incidents, and to provide victims
with information on available
resources.
Once deputies do respond to

the victim's initial call for help,
follow-up contact with law
enforcement officials is limited. SAVE, however, will
change that. Victims will be
provided "encouragement visits" and assistance in filling out
victim reparations forms and
restraining order requests.
The third component of the
SAVE program will team the
Sheriff's Department, District
Attorney, and local judges.
On follow-up visits with
victims, SAVE staff will take

digital photographs of victims'
injuries. These pictures can be
quickly deli vered via e-mail
and should greatly help in
making court decisions.
Increasing public awareness
of the causes, potential threats,
and available help will also be
a goal of the SAVE program.
By better educating the public
- and especially those in
harm's way - the program
seeks to reduce the number of
violent incidents in our community.
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Law enforcement grants
are an essential component
in the war on crime. To
augment taxpayers' dollars,
the SCPSD has aggressively sought grants to fund
ongoing training, equipment purchases, and devel- •
op new programs.
The following are the
department's latest awards.
• STEP (Selective Traffic
E nforcement P rogram)
Grant - $50,350.
STEP will specifically
target three problem areas:
speeding, occupant protection and aggressive driving. Seminars aimed at
teaching senior high and
grade school students the
importance of abiding the
laws of the road will also
be held.
I
• Bullet-Proof Vest
Grant - P urchase of 61
vests.
Congress appropriated
$25 million for the 19992000 fiscal year to purchase body armor. Monies
are available to departments on a 50% match 'j
basis.
Sixty-one bulletproof
vests for St. Charles Parish
Sheriff's deputies are being
sought.

• SAVE (Stop Abusive
Violent Episodes) Grant
- $39,829.
Awarded by VAWA,
these monies will be used
to train deputies how to
defuse and assist with
domestic violence incidents. In addition, public
seminars will alert citizens
of the impact this problem
has on the entire family.
The program will also provide evidential support to
the courts.
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"T his department is
committed to continually
upgrading and developing
services," Sheriff
Champagne said. "These
•
funds help us expand our
crime-fighting capabilities
without new taxes or fees."

r

:Jail won't
cost local
taxpayers

The new parish correctional center, expected to open January
2001, will have the capacity to house up to 590 prisoners.
The two-story, concrete structure is situated on 58 acres in

Killona. By housing minimum- to medium-security state
inmates, the Sheriffs Department wiD be able to cover prison
construction costs and offset annual operating costs.

Prison will provide needed jail space

Promising expanded rehabilitative programs and more
community projects, Sheriff
Greg Champagne told
onlookers at the jail groundbreaking ceremony the new
correctional facility will serve
the parish for years to come.

Special Features
• 590-Bed Facility
• Two-Story Concrete Facility
• Cost-Effective to Operate
• Room For Expansion
• Video Conferencing
• Video Visitation
• large Medical Area
• Educational Programming
• Religious Services
• Drug Rehabilitation
• Expanded Trustee Program Community Project Initiatives
• Department of Corrections
Inmates Off-Set Expenses

I'

Terrebonne Parish, the correctional center will
be comprised of three pods: maximum-security, which will house 120 inmates in heavy,
lock-down units; medium- and minimumsecurity, which will hold 196 prisoners each;
and a half-pod for women.
The dorm-style women's quarters will hold
up to 78 prisoners.
The cells are arranged within the pods so as
to allow one deputy to watch as many as 196
prisoners at a time. And the modular design
will easily allow for future expansion if needhe St. Charles Parish Correctional
ed, Sheriff Champagne said.
Center will soon grow from 119 beds
With the expanded space, more trustee pro_
to an impressive 590.
grams will be added. State and parish prisonThe ground-breaking for the new facility
ers will be expected to work in the prison garwas held July 8. Construction should be comden, kitchen, or road crews.
plete by early 2001.
Besides offering educational and rehabilitaThe $15.5 million two-story, state-of-the-art tive services on the grounds, the correctional
facility will be built on 62 acres of farm land
center will house an on-site medical facility.
in Killona.
No longer will prisoners have to be transportEasily accessible to the Parish Courthouse
ed around the parish to receive basic medical
in Hahnville, the center will be situated on the attention.
south side of Louisiana Hwy. 3127.
In addition to providing needed housing for
"It's long been a top priority to find an
adult offenders, Sheriff Champagne said the
affordable solution to our lack of jail space
construction provides an added coup to the
problem," Sheriff Champagne said. "Today,
parish: a juvenile detention center.
that dream is a reality. Not only have we come
Plans are to convert the parish's current
up with an alternative that will not require any 119-bed jail in Hahnville to a juvenile facility.
new taxes to build, but will create local jobs
"I am proud to have been part of this importoo."
tant team effort to build a new correctional
In all, another 60-80 positions - mostly
facility - without new taxes - that will keep
correctional officer jobs - are expected to be
our parish safe, and for the first time, offer
created. The Corrections Division currently
critical rehabilitation for inmates while providing our community with a new resource for
employs 45 people, including support staff
and deputies.
public works projects," Sheriff Champagne
Structurally based on the prison facility in
said.

T

It doesn't happen often in '
government, but St. Charles
Parish taxpayers got the
good news that the new jail
won't cost a penny in new
taxes.
Following the lead of
other parishes across the
state, the new correctional
facility will house state
prisoners in addition to
local offenders.
Sheriff Greg Champagne
signed an agreement to
house state Department of
Corrections inmates. In
exchange, the SCPSD will
receive $22 per state prisoner per day.
The parish pays $20-aday for each prisoner jailed.
The state and parish monies
cover inmates' board and
health care.
In addition to paying the
20-year bonds for prison
construction, the state reimbursement will offset more
than half of the jail's esti~·
mated $6 million annual
operating cost
"Four years ago, I
promised to find a way to
build a prison without raising taxes," Sheriff
Champagne said. "Today,
I'm proud to say we've
made it happen."
PRIS,ON POPULATION
BRE_AI(DOWN,
590-bed, $15.5 million

Correctional Center
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"St. Charles Parish is a special place to
recent years, it's also been rapidly g1
we've worked hard, reallocating existi
ing our people and equipment, to bu
the finest law enforcement agencie

Local crime rate continues to drop
35
espite continued population
growth, the St. Charles crime 0
r-,
rote reflects a modest
30
\
decrease overall, and a 9% drop
over the some quarter lost year.
0
According to the FBI's Uniform
25
Crime Reports, the totals in the
seven measured categories 0
murder, assault, rape, robbery,
20
burglary, theft and auto theft continue to hover between 200
0
7/96
and 250. Special task forces and
stepped·up neighborhood patrols
account for most of the arrests.
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FBI's Uniform Crime Report comparisons
_ -'<'•:; **
45,704

1

Jefferson

26,608

St. Tammany
St. Charles

St. John the Baptist

safest
parishes.

1\

Totals unknown

St. James

Parish's
'97-98 UCR comparison reflects o
slght drop

750
1998

1997

June'99

Plaquemines IJ 643
Source: FBI Uniform Crime Reports, Metropol~an Statistical Areas and Suburban Counties, Hi97

Who's being ticketed: 10-year citation trend
Year

1999*

Title

Title

47

32

1991
1990

305
263
321
515
280
146
78

1989

104

2,336
9,404
7,158
3,607
3 ,538
4,290
5 ,306
3,591
1,561
1,924
1,929

Totals

3,029

44,644

1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992

80
438
499

Speeding

Child
Restraint

1,538
5 ,905
3,756
1,542

-·

1,985
2,530
2,550
2,024
631
922
952

24,335

~

23
231
115
331
69
21
6
4
1
0
0
801

Seat
Belts

-

..

-.

155
34
54
16
16
21
18
8
3
3
0
328

Traffic
lights

54

2n
272
88
60
47

-·-

--

Stop
Signs

Reckless
Operation

99
407
320
204

7
54
50
19
31
29

111
131

82
108

198
160

n
90
84

86
132
123

32
11
16
26
14

1,239

1,971

289

--

Hit &
Run

~

2
19
23
13
22
17
"

•'

Total
Tickets

11
16
7
11
10

4,294
9,915
7,730
3,944
3,854
4,657
5 ,864
3,898
1,730
2,039
2,057

151

49,982

• 1999 - 1st quarter only (January, February, March)

Deputy hires up over
last 4 years
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ince taking office, Sheriff
Greg Champagne has
hired 124 deputies.
Protecting the residents and
businesses of the parish is priority #1. New hires are provided ongoing training, as well as a competitive salary, and
account for inaeased visibHity
on the streets of St. Charles.

1999 *

1998

·Hires through July 5, 1999

1997

1996

and raise a family. In
the last four years,
and better managbelieve to be one of
n, if not the state."
- Sheriff Greg Champagne

Funding war on crime
• Federal and state grant monies have made it possible for the St. Charles Parish
Sheriff's Department to put new deputies on the street, develop new programs, and
outfit our officers with needed equipment. Listed are the 14 most substantial awards made to the
SCPSD since July 1996.
1. COPS More '98, $237,600 -funded crime analysis technology, new AS400, NCIC state interface
2. Universal Hiring, $218,580 (Aug. 1998)- four deputies hired for COPs program; 3-year grant
3. Universal Hiring, $208,420 (Dec. '96)- four deputies hired for COPS program; 3-year grant
4. COPS More '96, $190,890 (June '97)- purchased 70 laptop computers, trained and redeployed 11 .5 officers; 2-year grant
5. Law Enforcement Block Grant 1996, $134,098 (Sept. '96)- two deputies hired for SRO Program; 2-year grant
6. COPS Fast, $115,398 (March 1995)- two deputies hired and assigned to COPS Unit; 3-year grant
7. Law Enforcement Block 1998, 114,614 (Oct. 1998)- SRO and equipment upgrades; 2-year grant
8.law Enforcement Block 1997, $107,723 (Oct. 1997)- technology upgrades; 1-year grant
9. DARE '97-98, $65,916 (July 1996)- funds DARE instruction to grade school students; 1-year grant
10. DARE '96-97, $58,794 (July 1997)- funds DARE instruction to grade school students; 1-year grant
11. DARE '98-99, $57,248 (Aug. 1998)- funds DARE instruction to grade school students; 1-year grant
12. SAVE '99, $39,000 (May 1999)- funds domestic violence prevention and education program; 1-year grant
13. STEP '98, $30,000 (Oct. 1998) - funds traffic enforcement, 1-year grant
14. JOMP '99, $18,631 (May 1999) - intensive juvenile supervision program; 1-year grant

•:• Total Grant ollars: $1,596,912 •:•

S A F E Fighting on the decline:
sc~90Ls Encouragin_
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During
the 1993-94 school
year, the Sheriff's
Department teamed with
the St. Charles School System,
District Attorney and the 29th
Judicial District Judges to create
the Safe Schools Program. Five
years later, the statistics tell the
story: a 69% decrease in the
number of school fights. The
Resource Officer programserves
as a model for other school systems across the muntry.
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SCPSD is

Online

T:

e St. Charles Parish Sheriff's
Department is getting a new look online, that is. The department's web
site is undergoing an extensive overhaul.
Visitors will soon be able to get a com·
plete, up·to·date look at the day·to·day
operations, staff and the many services
available. We'll also provide the day's
news-making events, as well as a listing
of arrests made by sheriff deputies. Visit
us at www.stchCI'Iessheriff.org today. Be
sure to bookmark that address for quick
updates and announcements.
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Aggressive
training for
deputies
scheduled
The St. Charles Pari sh
Sheriff's Department
recently unveiled its fivemonth training schedule.
Sessions will range from
ethics and legal aspects to
instruction in the use of
chemical agents.
Beginning in September,
deputies will be required to
undergo intensive, "handson" training. The twiceweekly sessions will be tailored to reinforce basic
skills and hone deputies'
knowledge of the law and
department rules and procedures.
"We've been developing
this comprehensive training
for some time now," said
Lt. Rocco Dominic. "As we
continue to assess our
deputy's needs, we' ll add
courses. By returning to the
basics, we can ensure
everybody's operating on
the same page."
In addition to Lt.
Dominic, instructors
include Sheriff Greg
Champagne, Chief Deputy
Joseph Cardella and several
SCPSD officers.
Courses slated to be held
later this year at the
Training Division in ·
Destrehan include:
• Physical assessment
• Rules and procedures
• Ethics, public relations
• Legal aspects
• Report writing
• Unit patrol
• First Aid/CPR
•MOTS
• PR-24
• Chemical agents
• Do mestic violence
• Firearms
• Range
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Scenarios keep deputies street-wise

L

eft staring down the barrel of the
suspect's handgun, this deputy's
routine scenario had just gone from
bad to worst.
It wasn't a joke. It was part of an ongoing effort ensuri:1g St. Charles Parish's
Finest are ready for anything.
" Ignore the clock," Chief Deputy Joseph
Cardella told the officers as he loaded
their weapons with live rounds of ammunition. "Today's exercise is about using
good police tactics and shooting accurately."
Faced with six scenarios, the deputies
were told to draw their guns and take
down the suspect. One catch: they had to
run the course wearing night-vision goggles.
Conducted by the St. Charles Parish
Sheriff Department's Training Division,
the day-long session reinforced Sheriff
Greg Champagne's commitment to keeping the parish's lawmen up to date.
In April, deputies completed the course .
In the coming months, deputies throughout
the SCPSD will be required to successfully run the course.
Throughout the year, in fact, deputies
will attend classes on a wide range of subjects ranging from learning hand-to-hand
defense tactics to investigative techniques
to defusing domestic violence incidents.
"When I was elected in 1996, I
promised the people of this parish that the
St. Charles Parish Sheriff's Department
would be the best trained, most qualified
in the war on crime," Sheriff Champagne
said. "We continue to strive to be well prepared for the next century and for the challenges that lie ahead."
One by one, the deputies donned the
goggles and armed themselves.
"It's good to be able to come back and
hone our skills," one deputy said shortly
after completing the range scenarios. "For
most of us, the last time we faced 'lifelike' shooting situations was at the
Academy. It reinforces the skills we
learned there."
With the range behind them, the
deputies were escorted one by one to a

Deputy Jo Terluin (top) completes the
training course. At the outset of the
scenarios, Chief Deputy Joseph
Cardella (above) briefed deputies on
the requirements. The day-long training provides hands-on instruction in
defusing situations and serves as a
refresher in shooting accuracy. At
right, a suspect pleads her case as a
deputy approaches. Meanwhile, Lt.
Rocco Dominic (bottom right) displays
the night-vision goggles.
"hands-on" traffic stop. As the camera
filmed their every move, deputies were
called to the scene to detain a drunk driver.
However, as the situation unfolded, the
deputies discovered their suspect and his
passenger were armed.
"Overall, everyone did pretty well," said
Lt. Rocco Dominic, who heads the
Training Division. "These scenarios are
not unlike anything our deputies might
encounter on the street of St. Charles. We
want to make sure they know how to handle themselves in these situations so that
no one - our officers or the public - is
hurt."

rr

SCPSD's 'backbone' is keeping the peace
wenty-four hours a day, seven days
a week, the St. Charles Parish
Sheriff's Patrol Division has an
eye out for you.
Often referred to as the "backbone" of
the department, the Patrol Division is
composed of four units: Patrol, Traffic, K9 and Marine. Reservists also fall under
the command of the Patrol Division.
Patrol deputies are responsible for
enforcing local and state laws, and preventing the loss of life and property
parishwide.
They answer all calls for service and
traffic-related incidents and aggressively
patrol the parish's roads and waterways.
Following most crimes, patrol deputies. are
the initial investigators, a role they retain
in misdemeanor cases.
"These men and women call St. Charles
Parish home," said Sheriff Greg
Champagne. "They have a vested interest
in keeping the peace and protecting our
families and our homes, and they perform
that duty faithfully and professionally."
The department's high-visibility, beat
approach works twofold: it quickens officers' response time to emergency calls
and, in many instances, deters crime.
In recent months, the Neighborhood
Task Force has bit the streets, greeting residents and seeking their input on problem
crime areas. Deputies are then assigned to
monitor given problems.
"This gives deputies a chance to see the
community's needs, to hear it directly
from the people along their beat," said
Capt. Fred Oubre, a 14-year veteran of
department who now heads the approximately 90-deputy division.
The information is recorded on a Citizen
Contact Card, which is passed up the
chain of command to Sberiff Champagne.
In response, the Sheriff sends a follow-up
letter, and patrols are alerted to the problem.
"We're literally taking our policing

T

Marine unit
patrolling the
waterways

0 Marine fleet is the
first line of defense
in the parish's waters

Deputies Richard Oubre and Joe
Ganote complete Citize n Contact
Cards on two residents: Sheriff-s -Department task force deputies
are assigned to neighborhoods
throughout the parish to meet
residents and hear their concerns
about crime in the area.
effort to the streets," Capt. Oubre said.
"It's a unique approach that's been well
received by the people we're assigned to
protect."
Most of the responses have centered on
speeders, drivers that ignore stop signs and
youngsters violating the parish's curfew
laws. "But we've also gotten some important leads on more serious problems that
are being addressed," Capt. Oubre said.
The Neighborhood Task Force effort
isn't the Patrol Division's first foray into
community relations, however.
Patrol deputies participate in many outreach programs, including adopt-a-senior,

Affectionately known in
policing circles as "The Big
Dogs," the SCPSD's K-9 Unit
includes three full-time and one
part-time officer and four dogs.
The K-9 Unit is called upon
to conduct narcotics sweeps
throughout the parish, including
at the local schools. The
canines are also trained to
apprehend criminals.
To maintain the high level of
competency and dependability
required for the job, each
canine team trains twice a
week.

IJ:

• Must be at least 18 years old.
• Must have a high school diploma
or equivalent.
For more information,
call 783-6237.
business checks, clergy contacts and work
with the parish's housing authority.
This community work compliments the
law enforcement training deputies must
first undergo.
"We carefully scrutinize every deputy
candidate," Capt. Oubre said. The process
can be daunting, he added, but the end
result has produced a better-qualified,
highly trained force.
"We know we're going to win some and
lose some battles," Capt. Oubre said, "but
at the end of the day, it's nice to know
we're making a difference."

Each officer has a trained
canine assigned to him, and
that animal resides at the officer's home.
The senior member of the K9 team, Deputy Landry, has
won numerous canine and
equestrian competitions in his
20 years with the department.
"Our K-9 Unit adds a depth
to our enforcement abilities,"
Sheriff Greg Champagne said.
"They are a tremendous asset in
narcotics searches and apprehensions and can be credited
with numerous cases."

The K-9 Unit includes, from left,
Sgt. Ricky Oubre, "Beefy," Deputy
Francis Landry, "Nicholas," Lt.
Pink Duckworth, "Cody," Deputy
Conrad Bernard and "Racky."
"Nicholas" is a german shepherd ;
the others are Belgian Malanois.

When distress calls on the
parish's waters are received,
the Sheriff Department's
Marine Division swings
into action.
In addition to patrolling
the lakes and waterways,
including the Bonnet Carre'
Spillway, the division
stands ready to assist lost or
stranded boaters.
The Marine Division also
checks all comers of wake
and no wake zones, and
regularly conducts boat
checks for safety equipment. It is also responsible
for enforcing all state and
parish laws, safe boating
practices, and responding to
search and rescue calls.
When called upon, the
division also assists neighboring law enforcement
agencies.
The six-deputy unit utilizes a 22-foot, 1997 Well
Craft with a 225 horsepower Mercury engine, a 24foot 1979 Campaign with a
350 Mercury Cruise motor,
an 18-foot gray flat boat
with an 88 horsepower
Johnson motor, and a 16foot flat boat with a 25
horsepower Johnson motor.
The flat boats are also
employed when floods
strike local neighborhoods.
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Campers converge in Mississippi

Drug bust pays offfor SCPSD

U.S. Attorney Eddie Jordan Jr. presented checks totaling
$ 217,928 to Sheriff Greg Champagne in April. The money
is from assets seized in the July 1997 Clinton Dufrene marijuana drug bust, one of the largest in St. Charles Parish's
history. Dufrene pled guilty to conspiracy to distribute more
than 1,000 pounds of marijuana and one count of money
laundering. He was sentenced to 10 years in federal prison.
The state drug-seizure law allows law enforcement agencies
to seize property from drug s~spects, which can be kept if
the suspects are convicted. A portion of the money is given
to local agencies that played a part in solving the case.
Working with other federal, state and local enforcement
agencies, the SCPSD was able to impact drug trafficing
locally and shared $293,877 of drug proceeds.

Sheriff Greg Champagne sent 48 St. Charles
Parish boys, ages 11-17, to Operation First
Class Sheriff Camp in Kiln, Miss., July 12-16.
For several of the youngsters, the trip marked a
series of firsts: their first time out of the parish
and their first camping trip. In addition to honing
their leadership skiDs, the campers enjoyed
swimming, boating, rifle and archery shooting,
as well as basic camping skills including first aid.
Hosted by the Boy Scouts of America, the camp
is sponsored by sheriffs throughout the region.

Reservists earn commission
Twenty-six reserve officers
officially joined the SCPSD
Jan. 29.
The reserve officers underwent five months of intensive
training prior to being certified. The 115 hours of classroom study included an introduction to the criminal justice
system and law enforcement,
report writing, first aid and
CPR, hand-to-hand defensive
tactics, and a review of the
department's rules and procedures, ethics and approach to
community policing.
The reserve officers will be

required to undergo an additional 400 hours of review by a
Field Training Officer.
"Reserve officers provide a
vital service to our department," Sheriff Greg
Champagne said. ''These men
and women take very seriously
their role i n protecting the residents of St. Charles Parish.
They all put in 110% in every
situation."
To maintain their status,
reservists work 24 hours
monthly.
For more information, call
783-6237.

Sheriff Greg Champagne is pictured with the department's 1998-99 Reserve Academy graduates. They are Chris Baldwin, Derek Bardell, Ellis Bordelon, Roy Carpenter, Morris Champagne,
Ray Corrao, Mike Falgout, Tim Fitzpatrick, Rodney Francis, Stacy Francis, Roy Gautreaux,
Bobby Gorman, Casey Hogan, Bobby Hubbard, Jonathan Jones, Michael Kinler, O.J. Legendre
Richard LeSage, Bret Lovetro, Barry Matherne, Joseph Ogle, Ray Peters, Dion Ranatza, Elvis
Smith, Lawrence Taylor and Cathy Tero. Also pictured are Chief Deputy Joseph Cardella, Major
John Cornwell, Major Sam Zinna and Lt. Rocco Dominic.

Explorer Post # 15 graduates from basic

I

The Sheriff's Department held its
first basic academy for Explorer Post
# 15. Of the 18 enrollees, 11 received
certificates of completion.
At the July 10 ceremony, Sheriff
Greg Champagne told the graduating
Explorers that they will soon be able to
accompany deputies on patrol.
Open to students ages 14-21, the
Post provides an opportunity to experience f1rst-hand a career in law enforcement. Explorers participate in a variety
of deputy-led training exercises and
volunteer activities. To join, call the
Special Services Division at 783-1355.
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Sheriff Champagne is pictured with Explorer Post #15
academy graduates. The academy focused on the basics
of police work: legal aspects, CPR and first aid, defensive tactics, and the how-to's of conducting traffic stops.

Send your gift home
Employees of the parish Sheriff's Department
enthusiastically gave to the United Way of St.
Charles, increasing their contributions over
200%.
By designating the parish's United Way agency
as the recipient of your pledge, you can ensure
that neighbors like you will receive crucial services in their time of need ..
Unless you designate St.
Charles Parish, your gift will
go to the parish in which the
campaign is held.
Please, send your United
Way gift home.
UnlliaAIIU

Watch for the St. Charles Parish Sheriff Department's web site face lift.
Whether you're seeking a listing of divisions, a brief history of the department, or a way to register your bicycle, you can find it at our web site. Visit
us today at: www.stcharlessheriff.org.

