




















Record Drug Bust

Sheriff Greg Champagne, who is flanked by Chief Joe
Cardella (at left), Major John Cornwell and Capt. Al Theriot
Jr., displays some of the record 117 pounds of marijuana —
the largest seizure in parish history — recently confiscated
following a traffic stop on Interstate 10. Charles A.
‘Neuman, of Metairie, and Steven M. Romskey, of New
Orleans, were arrested and charged with possession of
more than 60 pounds of marijuana with intent to distribute
and illegally carrying weapons. Deputies uncovered a
loaded Smith & Wesson .40-caliber semi-automatic and
$500 cash in addition to three drug-filled duffel bags from
the trunk of their 1990 Nissan Maxima. Sheriff Champagne

estimated the street value of the marijuana to be $150,000.

Start a Neighborhood Watch
in your community

Neighbors watching neighbors, that’s the premise behind the
St. Charles Parish Sheriff’s Department’s Neighborhood Watch.
Designed to increase citizens’ awareness, the Neighborhood

Watch program teaches techniques for securing your property,
assists with marking your possessions, and provides information
on protecting homes and families in your community.

To start a Neighborhood Watch program in your area, talk to
your neighbors and set up a meeting date, time and location.
Then call Lt. Dwayne LeGrange in the Special Services Division
at 783-1355. Deputies will work with your group to aid in getting
your program under way.

Residents fight back against crime

St. Charles Parish residents |
reclaimed their streets Aug. 4 |
at the 15th annual Night Out
Against Crime/Drug
Prevention event.

Part of a nationwide push,
an estimated 27 million people
participated in National Night
Out. The event is sponsored by
the National Association of
Town Watch and is co-spon-
sored locally by the St. Charles
Parish Sheriff’s Department.

National Night Out is
designed to heighten crime and
drug prevention awareness;
general support and participa-
tion in local anti-crime efforts;
strengthen neighborhood spirit
and police community rela-
tions; and send a message to
criminals letting them know
neighborhoods are organized
and fighting back.

Neighborhoods joined the

festivities — themed “Give
Neighborhood Crime and
Drugs and Going Away Party”
— by holding barbeques, small
rallies and other events.

“National Night Out serves
as a great reminder of the

| power people have when they

| keep an eye out for and report
suspicious activities in their
neighborhoods,” said Sheriff
Greg Champagne. “We should
make it a point to maintain the
spirit of the event year-round.”

Hahnville residents were among those parishwide who held
neighborhood parties in recognition of National Night Out.

Education is key for sheriff’s deputies

Several more St. Charles
Parish sheriff’s deputies have
headed back to school.

The effort is funded by the
Eastern District of Louisiana
Policing Grant, which pays
$220 toward tuition each
semester, and the St. Charles
Sheriff’s Department, which
pays the difference.

“The benefits to the officers
and to the public are tremen-
dous,” said Sheriff Greg

Sheriff offers free job fingerprinting

Does your job require you to be fingerprinted?
The License and Permit Office at the Sheriff’s

Department provides this service free of charge. The St.
Available Tuesday and Thursdays, from 8 a.m. to Charle’s
4 p.m., fingerprints are offered to job-seekers, She"ﬁf
potential foster care parents, as well as those fil- Department’s
ing for concealed handgun permits. License and

Permit Office

The Sheriff’s Department uses two methods
of printing: traditional ink prints and a live-scan
machine. AFIS (Automated Fingerprint
Identification System) captures prints on a glass
plate, which are compared with those on file
statewide.

For more information on the free fingerprint-
ing service, call 783-6237, ext. 238.

provides tra-
ditional ink
prints or live-
scan prints
free to parish
residents.

Champagne. “I believe you
can’t have too much education.
And I want to have the best
educated sheriff’s department
around. I can’t think of any
negative drawbacks at all from
this program.”

The back-to-school program
allows deputies to work toward
a bachelor’s degree in govern-
ment with a minor in criminal
justice, or an associate degree
in criminal justice.

Classes are scheduled
around officers’ shifts, making
it possible for them to attend.

Nicholls State University,
the University of New Orleans
and the participating sheriff’s
offices and police departments
jointly run the program.

Since its start last year, 36
St. Charles deputies have
attended classes. For each
semester, they agree to stay

one year with the department.

their time of need.

will go to the parish in

Unless you designate a
different parish, your gift

which the campaign is held.
Please, send your gift
home to St. Charles Parish.

Send your gift home

Ardent supporters of the United Way of St. Charles
Parish, employees of the parish Sheriff’s Department
increased their total contributions last year by 300%.

By designating the parish’s United Way agency as
the recipient of your pledge, you can ensure that
neighbors like you will
receive crucial services in

United Way

8.

The St. Charles Sheriff’s Department has jumped onboard the information super-
highway. The department’s site provides up-to-date information about the sheriff’s
department, the staff and services offered. In addition, visitors may register their
bicycles or request vacation patrols. The web site is located at:

www.stcharlessheriff.org




