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Are you prepared for the "Big One"? 
St. Charles Parish has skirted several 

close calls, but fortunately, has been 
spared the fury of a major hurricane for 
some time. 

Last year, when Hurricane Danny threat
ened our shoreline, commercial fishermen 
took a beating. Before that, hurricane 
trackers would have to go back to 1985, 
when a succession of three storms __: 
Hurricanes Danny, Elena and Juan -
caused flooding in some areas of the 
parish. 

The tendency after so many close calls 
is to grow complacent when a storm's 
brewing. However, warns Sheriff Greg 
Champagne, it is better to be safe than 
sorry. Time spent preparing for a storm 
now can prevent a lot of stress later if a 
storm turns in our direction. 

This year, six hurricanes - two of 
which will be major storms - are expect
ed to hit landfall, according to William 
Gray, professor of atmospheric sciences at 
Colorado State University and the fore
most authority on hurricane projections. 

"Now's the time to gather your first aid 
and emergency supplies and prepare an 
evacuation plan," Champagne said. "The 
unpredictable nature of a hurricane can cut 
short the time you have to take care of 
these things later." 

In preparing an evacuation route, it is 
important to note that the American Red 
Cross will not open "last resort shelters" in 
the area during any Category 3, 4 or 5 
storm. The change was mandated because 
of the threat of a dangerous storm surge. 

Residents will be asked instead to evac
uate north of Interstate 10. (See "Where to 
Go" information below.) 

For lesser storms, residents who utilize 
the Red Cross shelters will be responsible 
for providing for their own particular 
needs. No food or bedding will be avail
able from the Red Cross during the first 24 
hours a shelter is open. 

Emergency information and instructions 
from federal, state and local authorities 
will be available locally on WWL AM 870 
or WLMG FM 101.9. The Emergency 
Alert System will provide weather reports, 
road conditions, shelter locations and 
information on re-entering the area. 

"The crucial thing to remember is that 
when people start evacuating the metro
politan New Orleans area, greater than 113 
of all traffic will pass through the parish," 
Sheriff Champagne said. "Delays on the 1-

310 interchange connecting to I-10 will be 
heavy. 

"It's important to stay tuned to the radio 
or news and leave early when an evacua
tion is ordered," the sheriff said. "Stay 
calm and keep your cool in traffic." 

It's best to fuel your car and check your 
spare tire as the storm first approaches. 
Also, be sure to take any special items 
needed for family members, as well as 
important documents such as insurance, 
mortgage and your household inventory. 

Before leaving, tum off the electricity in 
your home at the main box. Be sure to 
lock your house. Also, let others know 
when you leave and where you are going. 

Don't forget to make arrangements for 
your animals. 

• Has a hurricane watch or 
warning been posted? 

• East Bank resident: 
Evacuate north following US 

61 to the 1-10 and 1-55 inter
changes, taking I-55 through 
Hammond. 

• In case of an evacuation. .. 
All residents are urged to 

heed evacuation orders. Seek 
shelter with family or friends 
north of I-1 0, or go to a certi
fied American Red Cross pub
lic shelter. 

A hurricane watch is issued 
36 hours ahead of a storm's 
possible arrival. A warning 
denotes residents of an area 
can expect the storm to hit 
within 24 hours. 

It's best to make evacuation 
reservations when a warning is 
issued. 

• West Bank resident: 
Those living east of the Hale 

Boggs Bridge should take I-
310 to I-10, then west to Baton 
Rouge. Those west of the 
bridge should take LAl8 or LA 
3127 to the Veterans Bridge or 
Sunshine Bridge then to Baton 
Rouge via US 61 or 1-10. 

"Last resort shelters" will be 
opened only for Category 1-2 
storms. Those who choose to 
stay there will be responsible 
for providing their own food 
and bedding for at least the 
fust 24 hours. 

Action 
Checklist 

Do you have: 
0 A plan in place to survive a 
disaster? 
0 A home and car emergency 
supply kit? 
0 Updated homeowner's and 
flood insurance? 
0 A plan for turning off your 
utilities? 
0 Copies of your insurance 
policies, important documents 
and other valuables in a safe 
place? 
0 An inventory and detailed 
description of your property? 
0 A storm-ready roof, which 
has been inspected within the 
last six months? 
0 Well-maintained trees and 
shrubs around your house? 
0 A car in good running condi
tion, including the tires and the 
spare? 
0 An up-to-date emergency 
phone list? 
0 Complete arrangements for 
your out-of-state communica
tion contact? 
0 A plan to address the "spe
cial needs" family members? 
0 A place to house your pets 
or animals? 
0 A recovery plan? 
0 A sound education and 
involvement in community pre
paredness? 
0 Money for the additional 
expense to prepare your 
home, buy supplies and evac
uate? 

For more hurricane 
information, pick up your 
copy of "Surviving the 
Storm. " Copies are avail
able at the St. Charles Red 
Cross in Luling or at any 
Whitney Bank. 
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Record Drug Bust Residents fight back against crime 
St. Charles Parish residents 

reclaimed their streets Aug. 4 
at the 15th annual Night Out 
Against Crime/Drug 
Prevention event. 

Part of a nationwide push, 
an estimated 27 million people 
participated in National Night 
Out. The event is sponsored by 
the National Association of 
Town Watch and is co-spon
sored locally by the St. Charles 
Parish Sheriff's Department. 

National Night Out is 
designed to heighten crime and 
drug prevention awareness; 
general support and participa
tion in local anti-crime efforts; 
strengthen neighborhood spirit 
and police community rela
tions; and send a message to 
criminals letting them know 
neighborhoods are organized 
and fighting back. 

Neighborhoods joined the 

festivities - themed "Give 
Neighborhood Crime and 
Drugs and Going Away Party" 
- by holding barbeques, small 
rallies and other events. 

"National Night Out serves 
as a great reminder of the 

power people have when they 
keep an eye out for and report 
suspicious activities in their 
neighborhoods," said Sheriff 
Greg Champagne. "We should 
make it a point to maintain the 
spirit of the event year-round." 

Hahnville residents were among those parishwide who held 
neighborhood parties in recognition of National Night Out. 

Sheriff Greg Champagne, who is flanked by Chief Joe 
Cardella (at left), Major John Cornwell and Capt. AI Theriot 
Jr., displays some of the record 117 pounds of marijuana -
the largest seizure in parish history - recently confiscated 
following a traffic stop on lnte'rstate 1 0. Charles A. 
Neuman, of Metairie, and Steven M. Romskey, of New 
Orleans, were arrested and charged with possession of 
more than 60 pounds of marijuana with intent to distribute 
and illegally carrying weapons. Deputies uncovered a 
loaded Smith & Wesson .40-caliber semi-automatic and 
$500 cash in addition to three drug-filled duffel bags from 
the trunk of their 1990 Nissan Maxima. Sheriff Champagne 
estimated the street value of the marijuana to be $150,000. 

Start a Neighborhood Watch 
in your community 

Education is key for sheriff's deputies 

Neighbors watching neighbors, that's the premise behind the 
St. Charles Parish Sheriff's Department's Neighborhood Watch. 

Several more St. Charles 
Parish sheriff's deputies have 
headed back to school. 

The effort is funded by the 
Eastern District of Louisiana 
Policing Grant, which pays 
$220 toward tuition each 
semester, and the St. Charles 
Sheriff's Department, which 
pays the difference. 

Designed to increase citizens' awareness, the Neighborhood 
Watch program teaches techniques for securing your property, 
assists with marking your possessions, and provides information 
on protecting homes and families in your community. 

To start a Neighborhood Watch program in your area, talk to 
your neighbors and set up a meeting date, time and location. 
Then call Lt. Dwayne LeGrange in the Special Services Division 
at 783-1355. Deputies will work with your group to aid in getting 
your program under way. 

"The benefits to the officers 
and to the public are tremen
dous," said Sheriff Greg 

Sheriff offers free job fingerprinting 
Does your job require you to be fingerprinted? 
The License and Permit Office at the Sheriff's 

Department provides this service free of charge. 
Available Tuesday and Thursdays, from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m., fingerprints are offered to job-seekers, 
potential foster care parents, as well as those fil
ing for concealed handgun permits. 

The Sheriff's Department uses two methods 
of printing: traditional ink prints and a live-scan 
machine. AFIS (Automated Fingerprint 
Identification System) captures prints on a glass 
plate, which are compared with those on file 
statewide. 

For more information on the free fingerprint
ing service, call 783-6237, ext. 238. 

The St. 
Charles 
Sheriff's 

Department's 
License and 

Permit Office 
provides tra

ditional ink 
prints or live

scan prints 
free to parish 

residents. 

Champagne. "I believe you 
can't have too much education. 
And I want to have the best 
educated sheriff's department 
around. I can't think of any 
negative drawbacks at all from 
this program." 

The back-to-school program 
allows deputies to work toward 
a bachelor's degree in govern
ment with a minor in criminal 
justice, or an associate degree 
in criminal justice. 

Classes are scheduled 
around officers' shifts, making 
it possible for them to attend. 

Nicholls State University, 
the University of New Orleans 
and the participating sheriff's 
offices and police departments 
jointly run the program. 

Since its start last year, 36 
St. Charles deputies have 
attended classes. For each 
semester, they agree to stay 
one year with the department. 

Send your gift home 
Ardent supporters of the United Way of St. Charles 

Parish, employees of the parish Sheriff's Department 
increased their total contributions last year by 300%. 

By designating the parish's United Way agency as 
the recipient of your pledge, you can ensure that 
neighbors like you will 
receive crucial services in 
their time of need. 

Unless you designate a 
different parish, your gift 
will go to the parish in 
which the campaign is held. 

Please, send your gift 
home to St. Charles Parish. LJnlliilillf11Vi111 

8. The St. Charles Sheriff's Department has jumped onboard the information super
highway. The department's site provides up-to-date information about the sheriff's 
department, the staff and services offered. In addition, visitors may register their 
bicycles or request vacation patrols. The web site is located at: 
www.stcharlessheriff .org 


